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ORDER no. 4341 of April 25, 2024 for the approval of the Methodology for confirming
the results of the evaluations carried out by the quality assurance agencies abroad,
registered in the European Register for Quality Assurance in Higher Education
(EQAR), on the territory of Romania (traducere)
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ORDER no. 4341 of April 25, 2024 for the approval of the Methodology for confirming
the results of the evaluations carried out by the quality assurance agencies abroad,
registered in the European Register for Quality Assurance in Higher Education
(EQAR), on the territory of Romania (traducere)

Data act: 25-apr-2024

Emitent: Ministerul Educatiei

Taking into account the provisions of Article 52(3), Article 54(2), Article 59(1), Article 103,
Article 112(1), Article 233, Article 239, Article 241, Article 248(3) and Article 251 of the
Higher Education Law no. 199/2023, as subsequently amended and supplemented,

taking into account the Approval Report no. 146/DGIU of 13.03.2024,

pursuant to Article 13(3) of the Government Decision no. 369/2021 on the organization and
functioning of the Ministry of Education, with subsequent amendments and completions,

The Minister of Education issues this Order.

Article 1
The Methodology for confirming the results of the evaluations carried out by the quality
assurance agencies abroad, registered in the European Register for Quality Assurance in
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Higher Education (EQAR), on the territory of Romania, provided in the annex which is an
integral part of this order, is approved.

Article 2

The provisions of this order will be carried out by the General Directorate for Higher
Education within the Ministry of Education, by the higher education institutions, by the
Romanian Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher Education, as well as by the quality
assurance agencies abroad, registered in the European Register for Quality Assurance in
Higher Education (EQAR), who evaluates on the territory of Romania, according to the law.

Article 3

On the date of entry into force of this Order, the Order of the Minister of National Education
and Scientific Research no. 6.154/2016 regarding the approval of the Methodology for
regulating the activities carried out by the quality assurance agencies abroad, registered in the
European Register for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (EQAR), on the territory of
Romania, published in the Official Gazette of Romania, Part I, no. 14 of January 6, 2017, is
repealed.

Article 4
This Order shall be published in the Official Gazette of Romania, Part I.

_kkkk_

p. Minister of Education,

Gigel Paraschiv,

[Secretary of State

ANNEX:

METHODOLOGY for confirming the results of the evaluations carried out by the quality
assurance agencies abroad, registered in the European Register for Quality Assurance in
Higher Education (EQAR), on the territory of Romania

Published in the Official Gazette no. 466 of May 21, 2024
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METHODOLOGY of April 25, 2024 confirming the results of the evaluations carried
out by the quality assurance agencies abroad, registered in the European Register for
Quality Assurance in Higher Education (EQAR), on the territory of Romania
(traducere)

Data act: 25-apr-2024
Emitent: Ministerul Educatiei

Article 1

Ensuring the quality of higher education and university scientific research is an obligation of
the higher education institution and a fundamental attribution of the Ministry of Education. In
carrying out this task, the Ministry of Education collaborates with the Romanian Agency for
Quality Assurance in Higher Education, hereinafter referred to as ARACIS, with other
agencies registered in the European Register, as well as with other bodies with competences
in the field, according to the legislation in force.

Article 2

(1)ARACIS is the authority with exclusive competence in the external quality assessment for
the acquisition of the provisional operating authorization in order to organize initial training
study programs, as well as continuous training.

(2)ARACIS is the authority with exclusive competence in external quality assessment for
continuing education study programs.

Article 3

(1)Any quality assurance agency abroad, registered in EQAR, can carry out the external
evaluation of the quality of education at the request of a higher education
institution/education provider organizations in Romania, in order to accredit and maintain the
accreditation.

(2)The assessment referred to in paragraph 1 shall be carried out in accordance with:
a)Higher Education Law no. 199/2023, with subsequent amendments and completions, as
well as of the subsequent incidental acts;

b)The external evaluation methodology, provided by the provisions of Article 249 (1) letter a)
of Law no. 199/2023, as subsequently amended and supplemented, hereinafter referred to as
the methodology;

c)methodology.

Article 4

(1)Any higher education institution/education provider organization in Romania,
hereinafter referred to as the applicant institution, has the right to request the external
evaluation of the quality of education from ARACIS or from a CAA, for the following
quality assurance processes:
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a)accreditation and periodic evaluation, for short-term university study programs;
b)accreditation and periodic evaluation for bachelor's degree programs;
c)accreditation and periodic evaluation, for master's degree fields;
d)accreditation and periodic evaluation for fields of doctoral studies;
e)accreditation and periodic evaluation for institutional level.

(2)The quality assurance processes referred to in points (a) and (b) of paragraph 1 may
take into account:

a)short-term university study programs, authorized to operate provisionally, organized, as the
case may be, by higher education institutions or education provider organizations;
b)bachelor's degree study programs, authorized to operate provisionally, organized, as the
case may be, by higher education institutions or education provider organizations.

(3)The quality assurance processes referred to in point (c) of paragraph 1 may take into
account:

a)fields of master's degrees, organized by higher education institutions;

b)fields of master's university studies, authorized to operate provisionally, organized by
organizations providing education.

(4)The quality assurance processes referred to in paragraph (1)(d) may take into account the
fields of doctoral university studies, organized by higher education institutions, in the same
fields of accredited master's degree studies.

(5)The quality assurance processes referred to in paragraph 1(e) may take into account the
institutional structure of the higher education institution or the education provider
organisation.

Article 5

(1)In the event that ARACIS or another CAA finds, through a report, that the standards are
not met in the external evaluation process for accreditation or maintenance of accreditation,
the institution in question requests a new evaluation from the CAA that carried out the
previous evaluation.

(2)A higher education institution may request the external evaluation of the quality of
education, in order to change the maximum number of students who can be enrolled and who
can be awarded a graduation diploma, only from the AAC that has carried out the previous
evaluation of the respective study program(s).

Article 6

(1)The CAS may include within the quality assurance processes described in Article 4
additional areas, criteria, standards and indicators to those provided for in the methodology
referred to in Article 3(2)(b), which do not contravene the regulatory framework in force in
Romania and which may be agreed with the applicant institution prior to the start of the
evaluation process.
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(2)The decision of the AAC within the external evaluation of the quality of education for
accreditation, respectively for maintaining the accreditation is taken only on the basis of the
domains, criteria, standards and national indicators, without being influenced by additional
indicators.

Article 7

(1)The WSA shall analyse within the quality assurance processes provided for in Article 4 the
consistency between the internal assessment of the quality of education and the actual
situation.

(2)The external evaluation, within the quality assurance processes provided for in Article 4,
must include visits by WSS experts to the requesting institution, with a duration of at least 2
days.

(3)The AAC must include in the external evaluation of the quality of education a stage in
which the requesting institution, subject to evaluation, is offered the possibility to correct, in
the content of the external evaluation report, any inconsistencies of the data/information
recorded.

Article 8

(1)In the period between the quality assurance processes, provided for in Article 4, the
applicant institution shall benefit from the support of the CAA, which has carried out the
current evaluation, in carrying out the mid-term evaluation process.

(2)The mid-term evaluation shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of the
methodology referred to in Article 3(2)(b).

Article 9

(1)The external evaluation reports of the quality of education made by the AAC, based
on the external evaluation of the quality of education at the request of the applicant
institutions, contain at least the following elements:

a)the description of the facts and the analysis of the fulfilment of at least the indicators
contained in the methodology provided for in Article 3(2)(b);

b)recommendations for improving the quality at the level of the programme/field of
study/institutional level under evaluation;

c)the proposal for accreditation or non-accreditation, as the case may be, for the
program/field of study/institutional level subject to evaluation;

d)the proposal to maintain the accreditation or to withdraw the accreditation, as the case may
be, for the program/field of study/institutional level subject to evaluation;

e)the recommendation made, in accordance with the provisions of Article 30(8) of Law no.
199/2023, with subsequent amendments and completions, regarding the maximum number of
students that can be enrolled, for the program/field of study subject to evaluation.
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(2)The applicant institution submits to ARACIS the external evaluation reports on
accreditation or non-accreditation, respectively on maintaining accreditation or non-
compliance with standards, as the case may be, in order to assess compliance.

Article 10

(1))ARACIS shall carry out a conformity assessment on compliance with the provisions
of the legislation referred to in Article 3(2), relating to:

a)conducting external evaluation within any quality assurance process, of those provided for
in Article 4;

b)the structure and content of the reports received in accordance with the provisions of
Article 9(1).

(2)The evaluation provided for in paragraph 1 shall not concern the content of the WSS
decisions contained in the external evaluation reports of the quality of education.

(3)The conformity assessment referred to in paragraph 1 shall also cover the activities during
the visit to the applicant institution and the human resources used by that CAS in the external
evaluation, so that the applicant institution shall submit to ARACIS, together with the reports
referred to in Article 9, the programme of the visit, as well as the CVs of the expert
evaluators participating in that evaluation.

Article 11

(1)Following the conformity assessment process, ARACIS may ascertain, as the case may be,
the conformity or non-compliance with the legislation in force, provided for in Article 3
paragraph (2).

(2)If ARACIS finds compliance, the ARACIS Council submits to the Ministry of Education
the confirmation notice and the evaluation report of the AAC and informs the requesting
institution in this regard.

(3)If ARACIS finds the non-compliance, the ARACIS Council forwards the notice of non-
confirmation to the requesting institution and to the CAS.

(4)The applicant institution has the right to request the CAA, in the case provided for in
paragraph (3), to redo the evaluation in compliance with the provisions of the legislation in
force.

Article 12

(1)Based on the opinion of ARACIS confirming the decisions of the CAS, as well as the
reports of the respective CAS, the Ministry of Education shall elaborate the normative
acts by which:

a)the program/field of studies or the institutional structure is accredited or not, as the case
may be;

b)the accreditation of the program/field of study or institutional structure is maintained or not
maintained, as the case may be.



&). Sintact.ro 31.07.2024

Wolters Kluwer Romania

(2)ARACIS makes public, on its own websites, the confirmation notices, as well as the
external evaluation reports made by the AAC.

Article 13

(1)The requesting institution has the right to challenge the notice of non-confirmation issued
by ARACIS.

(2)Following the appeal referred to in paragraph 1, ARACIS shall carry out a new
conformity assessment which shall be concluded, as the case may be, with:

a)admission of the appeal and issuance of a confirmation notice;

b)the rejection of the appeal and the maintenance of the notice of non-confirmation.

(3)The result of the appeal referred to in paragraph (2)(b) shall be final.

(4)The applicant institution has the obligation to request a new evaluation from any CAA, in
compliance with the deadlines provided by Law no. 199/2023, with subsequent amendments
and completions, which are enforceable against it.
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