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European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR) 

Mission: 

Enhance transparency and trust, promote 
international recognition

Role:

Official register of QA agencies that comply 
with the ESG

▪ Established by and for the European 
Higher Education Area (EHEA)

▪ Founded by the E4 organisations
(ENQA, ESU, EUA, EURASHE), jointly 
governed with HE ministries

▪ Non-profit, independent and
acting in the public interest

            

             

           

         

                  

                       

                         

                              

                                    



Steps of the Application Process



Register Committee

▪ The Committee receives, evaluates and decides upon applications for 
inclusion on the Register or renewal of registration

▪ The work of the Committee is transparent and all decisions are being 
public on EQAR’s website 

▪ Tool for analysis of decisions: EQAR database of precendents

▪ Provides an overview of EQAR‘s past decisions and the grounds for them by 
standard

▪ Tool for enhancing consistency and transparency: Policy on Use and 
Interpretation of the ESG

https://www.eqar.eu/register/precedents/
https://www.eqar.eu/assets/uploads/2025/01/EQAR-UseInterpretation-v4.0.pdf
https://www.eqar.eu/assets/uploads/2025/01/EQAR-UseInterpretation-v4.0.pdf


Registered agencies & 

evolution of applications 

Total applications (with a 
final decision): 208

Approved applications 
(2008-2025): 170 

82% approval rate of which:

⚫ Initial appl.  71% 

⚫ Renewal appl. 92% 

Source: EQAR website



EHEA Key Commitment on QA

▪ 34 EHEA countries fully 
realise commitment

▪ Remaining countries:

Yellow: only some HEIs with
external QA by an
EQAR-registered
agency

Orange: national QA 
agencies
not fully aligned
with ESG yet 



ESG Compliance: what do the numbers show?

Source: EQAR website



Benefits for universities and
higher education systems



Added value of external QA for universities

Source: EUA survey, QA-FIT project (N=260)



Impact of external QA for universities

Source: EUA survey, QA-FIT project (N=260)



Value of EQAR registration for agencies

Source: EQAR Self-Evaluation 2015, Survey of QA Agencies, n=61)



Trusted status, guarantee to the public

▪ Governments know QA is up to European standards

▪ Universities know that QA-agency is professional, independent and 
trustworthy

▪ Students know that evaluation by registered agency is valid

▪ Society (labour market) can trust the quality of education and of 
graduates 



International recognition of qualifications and QA results

▪ Via QA agencies and EQAR accreditation information is integrated with
ENIC-NARIC (recognition) centres across Europe

▪ Recognition of QA results important e.g. in cases when universities
want to deliver education internationally



Possibility of cross-border QA and 
participation in international structures

▪ Opens up the possibility for universities to select an EQAR-registered 
QA agency that will evaluate them

▪ Agencies eligible for conducting European Approach to QA of Joint 
Programmes

▪ Eligibility for new European initiatives: e.g. European Degree
evaluations



European Approach for QA of Joint Programmes



Cooperating HEIs

need programme

accreditation/eval.

Cooperating HEIs are “self-accrediting”

for programmes, i.e. accredited/

evaluated/audited at institutional level

Single accreditation/eval.

of JP, based on agreed

Standards & Procedure,

by any EQAR-reg. agency

Joint internal QA review

of the JP (in line with ESG), may use

agreed Standards, external

review takes account of HEIs' internal

Recognised to fulfil QA

requirements in all

countries involved

European Approach, based on ESG & QF-EHEA, and Bucharest Communiqué 
(“recognise QA decisions of EQAR-registered agencies on joint and double degree programmes“)



European Approach for QA of Joint 

Programmes

Before After

Multiple, fragmented reviews
Single review,

by one EQAR-registered agency

Combining various national rules and 

criteria

Agreed Standards,

based on ESG & QF-EHEA

Complex procedures, ad hoc design Agreed Procedure



Where it is Available

All higher education 
institutions are able to 
use the European 
Approach

Some higher education 
institutions, or only 
under specific conditions

Cannot be used to 
satisfy national QA 
requirements



Uptake



European Approach – Challenges

▪ Regulative/legal obstacles related to the availability of the EA

▪ Other regulations or institutional policies and practices

▪ Credit ranges per cycle – different than in QF-EHEA

▪ ECTS workload ranges

▪ Curricula structure

▪ Fixed lists of disciplines/fields – difficult for interdisciplinary 
programmes

▪ Practical issues

▪ Tuition fee regulations

▪ Selection of students

▪ …



Information provided through the Register



European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR) 



European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR) 



DEQAR – 
“Quality at your fingertips”

Easy access to external quality assurance (QA) reports and decisions

➢ Enhances transparency and visibility at the European level

➢ Facilitates trust and automatic recognition, based on robust QA in
line with the ESG

➢ Responds to information needs of various stakeholders, in particular
ENIC-NARICs and admission officers

https:\\www.deqar.eu





List of HEIs per country
(e.g. Romania)

List of agencies per country
(e.g. Germany)



List of all accreditations per HEI
Details per accreditation 



European Quality Assurance Register 
for Higher Education

Thank you!

Contact:
aleksandar.susnjar@eqar.eu

mailto:aleksandar.susnjar@eqar.eu
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