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Recognition in Romanian Higher Education system
- A collaborative model between ENIC-NARIC and higher 

education institutions -

G i a n i n a  C H I R A Z I ,  d i r e c t o r

M e m b e r  o f  t h e  N A R I C  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d
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Who we are?

Key roles of the National Centre for Recognition and

Equivalence of Diplomas (NCRED) within Ministry of

Education and Research:

❑ Romanian ENIC-NARIC, member of ENIC-NARIC

Networks

❑ National coordinator for the recognition of

professional qualifications

❑ Assistance Centre for the recognition of professional

qualifications

❑ Representative of Romania in the EU institutions

and international organizations in matters related to

academic and professional recognition
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CNRED website
cnred.edu.ro/en/fr
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What we do?

➢ Recognition and equivalence of diplomas obtained 

abroad for admission to studies and access to 

labour market.

➢ Legal framework, establishing laws, regulations 

and practices governing recognition at national 

level.

➢  Authentication of academic documents issued by 

Romanian higher education institutions for use 

abroad.

➢ Providing information about the Romanian 

education system.
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National legislation 
governing recognition

❖ Law no. 172/1998 on the ratification of the 

Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications 

concerning Higher Education in the States of the 

European Region, adopted in Lisbon on 11 April 

1997 

❖ Law no. 164/2021 regarding the acceptance of the 

Global Convention on the Recognition of 

Qualifications in Higher Education, adopted in 

Paris on November 25, 2019 

❖ Law no. 198/2023 on pre-university education

❖ Law no. 199/2023 of higher education

❖ Ratified international bilateral treaties on

recognition
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Alignment with 
European policies, 
tools and projects➢ Council Recommendation on a European quality 

assurance and recognition system in higher 

education (2025)

➢The European Area of Recognition - EAR Manual, a 

recognition manual for credential evaluators of the 

ENIC-NARIC Networks (second edition, 2023)  

➢Council Recommendation on promoting automatic 

mutual recognition of higher education and upper 

secondary education diplomas and the outcomes of 

learning periods abroad (2018)

➢Standards and guidelines for quality assurance in 

the European Higher Education Area (2015)
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Alignment with 
European policies, 
tools and projects➢ DEQAR (Database of External Quality Assurance 

Results), a very useful transparent tool for 

recognition process as well as to promote trust and 

international collaboration between HEIs.

➢ARAQUA – Road to Automatic Recognition of Higher 

Education Access Qualifications

➢OCTRA 2 - Online course catalogues and databases 

for transparency and recognition 2

➢EQUAL: European Qualifications - Refugees and 

Recognition 4

➢EQPR - European Qualifications Passport for

Refugees.
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• EQPR – an international tool used in the recognition of qualifications that can not be 

fully documented, developed by the Council of Europe and other European states.

• NCRED has facilitated the application for EQPR - European Qualifications Passport for 

Refugees since 2020. 

• European Qualifications Passport for Refugees provides information on academic 

training, work experience and language skills 

❑More on EQPR Project - https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/recognition-of-refugees-qualifications

European Qualifications 
Passport for Refugees (EQPR)

https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/recognition-of-refugees-qualifications
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Institutional roles 
in recognition. 

Ministry of Education and Research

National Centre for Recognition and Equivalence of

Diplomas

Ministry of Education and Research

General Directorate for International Relations and 

European Affairs

Higher education institutions

Admission

Recognition of study periods
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Recognition for 
admission process.
Types of Citizens ➢ National Centre for Recognition and Equivalence of

Diplomas:

- European citizens (RO, EU, EEA, Swiss 

Confederation)

- refugees, beneficiaries of international protection in

Romania

- third-country nationals with EU-equivalent rights 

➢ General Directorate for International Relations and 

European Affairs:

- Non-EU citizens

9
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Instrumente online
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ENIC-NARIC Procedures
for admission process
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General information Necessary documents:

• Online submission via
Electronic Point of Single 
Contact 

• Applications in Romanian,
English and French

• No fees for persons with
international protection in RO

• Online status check of the
status file

• Chatbot Guide

✓ An application form

✓  ID/ Passport/ refugee/ 
international protection 
status document

✓  Diploma and diploma 
supplement/ transcript

✓ Study programme 
curriculum, including
detailed description of  
courses/subjects studied, 
documents related to the 
completion of postgraduate 
courses 

✓ Any other relevant
supporting document

Recognition decision:

Recognition Statement 

includes information on:

▪ degree details (institution, 

certificate no., date of issue, 

name of the holder) 

▪ qualification level NQF/EQF

▪  field of study and, if 

applicable, specialization.
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➢ ENIC-NARIC  Ne twork s

➢ WHED da tabase

➢ ht tps ://www.nu f f i c .n l/

➢ Norway Database H ighe r  Educa t i on  Ent rance  
Qua l i f i ca t i on  f o r  Pe rsons  w i th  Fo re i gn  Educa t i on  -  The  
GSU- l i s t  

➢ Germany da tabase  Anab in  -  I n f o rmat i on  Sys t em f o r  the  
Recogn i t i on  o f  Fo re i gn  Educa t i ona l  Qua l i f i ca t i ons  
( kmk .o rg )

➢ Rep .  o f  Mo ldova  da tabase  h t tps ://c t i c e .md/ve r i f /   
( v e r i f i ca t i on  o f  the  au thent i c i t y  o f  d ip l omas )

➢ Min is t ry  o f  educa t i on  o f  i s su ing count r i e s  

Examples of tools used by RO ENIC-NARIC 
in recognition process for HE admission

https://www.nuffic.nl/
https://hkdir.no/en/foreign-education/lists-and-databases/higher-education-entrance-qualification-gsu
https://hkdir.no/en/foreign-education/lists-and-databases/higher-education-entrance-qualification-gsu
https://hkdir.no/en/foreign-education/lists-and-databases/higher-education-entrance-qualification-gsu
https://anabin.kmk.org/anabin.html
https://anabin.kmk.org/anabin.html
https://anabin.kmk.org/anabin.html
https://ctice.md/verif/
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ENIC-NARIC Procedures 
for admission process
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General information

• Recognition Statement
issued online with a
digital signature
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Online tools
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Instrumente online
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Online tools
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Instrumente online
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Online tools
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Instrumente online
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Online tools
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2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

23%

28%

34%

45%

53%

Online submission of applications 

for admission process
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Quality Assurance & Recognition Procedure 

I n  the  HEI admiss i on  p rocess , ENIC-NARIC  recogn i ze s  
f o r e i gn qua l i f i ca t i on  i f :

o Document i s i ssued acco rd ing to the na t i ona l l aw o f
the o r i g in count ry

o Sta tus o f i s su ing  ins t i tu t i on  – acc red i ta t i on /
qua l i t y assurance

o Righ t s g ran ted by the s tudy document
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Quality Assurance & Recognition Procedure 

❑ Highe r  educa t i on  ins t i tu t i ons  comp ly  w i th  the  

ESG.  

❑ Recogn i t i on  ( o f  ECTS  c red i t s )  i s  an  ind i ca to r  f o r  

qua l i t y  asse ssment .  

❑ Use  o f  the  EQAR and  DEQAR da tabase  a re  

o the rs  ind i ca to rs  o f  qua l i t y  assurance .  
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Appropr i a t e  r e cogn i t i on re l i e s  on

▪ i ns t i tu t i ona l  p rac t i ce  a l i gned w i th  the  L i sbon  

Recogn i t i on  Convent i on ;

▪ coope ra t i on  w i th  o the r  ins t i tu t i ons ,  QA agenc ie s ,  

and  the  na t i ona l  ENIC/NARIC  Cen t re  t o ensure  

cohe ren t  r e cogn i t i on  na t i onw ide .

Quality Assurance & Recognition Procedure:

Higher education institutions comply with the ESG 
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HEIs Procedures 

26

Recognition 
carried out 

by HEIs

Automatic 
access to 
studies 

Recognition of 
study periods

Recognition of 
credits and 

learning 
outcomes 
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ENIC-NARIC & HEIs.
Rules of procedure

27

HEI

In terms of recognition, 
HEIs ensure automatic 
access to further study 

programmes

ENIC-NARIC 
recognizes the academic 

qualification for 
admission to HEIs

Access / Recognition / Admission 

in the Romanian system of higher education
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HEIs Procedures 

Automatic access to HE – Admission Criteria &

Recognition

➢ Selection of applicants by HEIs based on specific 

admission criteria

➢  One of the selection criteria: Recognition 

statement/Letter of acceptance

➢  Automatic recognition of diplomas: EU Member States, 

the European Economic Area, the Swiss Confederation

28
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European Commission Report (2023)

on the implementation of the Council Recommendation 

on promoting automatic mutual recognition of higher 

education placed Romania among the top EU countries

implementing automatic recognition
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NCRED - HEIs
Acting jointly!

➢ Regular trainings with HEIs’ representatives 

➢ Continuous revision of national methodologies to 

simplify procedures and streamline the workflow

➢ Participation in EU projects

➢ Invitations to EU events/workshops

➢ Information notes

➢ Monthly newsletter 

30
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❑ Document Fraud

❑ Transnational Education

❑ Micro-credentials

❑ Future joint European degree label – state of

play: de jure recognition of the

joint/double/multiple degrees by the

Romanian state (Law no. 199/2023 of higher

education)

31

“On the 

recognition 

table” !



Click to edit Master title style

32


	Slide 1:     Recognition in Romanian Higher Education system   - A collaborative model between ENIC-NARIC and higher education institutions -  
	Slide 2: Who we are?
	Slide 3: What we do?
	Slide 4: National legislation governing recognition
	Slide 5: Alignment with European policies, tools and projects
	Slide 6: Alignment with European policies, tools and projects
	Slide 7: European Qualifications Passport for Refugees (EQPR)
	Slide 8: Institutional roles  in recognition. 
	Slide 9: Recognition for  admission process. Types of Citizens 
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: ENIC-NARIC Procedures for admission process  
	Slide 12: Examples of tools used by RO ENIC-NARIC  in recognition process for HE admission 
	Slide 13: ENIC-NARIC Procedures  for admission process
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Quality Assurance & Recognition Procedure  
	Slide 24: Quality Assurance & Recognition Procedure  
	Slide 25:   
	Slide 26: HEIs Procedures  
	Slide 27: ENIC-NARIC & HEIs. Rules of procedure 
	Slide 28: HEIs Procedures  
	Slide 29
	Slide 30:  NCRED - HEIs Acting jointly!
	Slide 31
	Slide 32

